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Attacked and left for dead 
Continued from page I 

The victim, who had 
moved to London in 
September 2014 with his 
male partner of eight years, 
was "almost incomprehen
sible" when he was 
found and was told later 
paramedics did not expect 

. him to survive. 
His partner was in Ameri

ca for business at the time 
of the brutal attack. 

Radkiewicz, of Lessness 
Road, in Morden, pleaded 
guilty to attempted murder 
on August 19. 

He has previous convic
tions in Poland for battery 
and burglary, but no convic
tions in this country. 

Judge Peter Lodder QC 

said he was not satisfied he 
had enough information to 
sentence Radkiewicz, who 
was also charged with 
arson, until psychiatric and 
pre-sentence reports were 
prepared in order to deter
mine whether a life sen
tence may be appropriate. 

Judge Lodder said: "This 
is an appalling and very vio
lent attack. 

"The consequences for the 
victim were life-threaten
ing. 

"The court has to at least 
make some sort of inquiry 
as to what motivated [Rad
kiewicz] into behaving in 
such an extreme way." 

Radkiewicz will appear in 
court again on November 
2. 

Speaking out about his shoe 
The victim of the brutal 
assault faced his attacker in 
court to speak of his horrific 
ordeal and praise the NHS 
staff who saved his life. 

He said police told him 
paramedics were certain he 
would lose his life, once he 
had awoken from a medically 
induced coma at St George's 
Hospital in Tooting between 
December 7 and 8. 

The victim has attended 
more than 100 medical ap
pointments relating'to the 
assault and has undergone 
several operations to restore 
his facial features. 

He now suffers from tinni
tus, a constant ringing inside 
his head. 

He said: "It is difficult to de
scribe the effect this has on 
my life. It is very painful and 
can make conversing with 
female friends challenging." 

He has lost his sense of 
smell entirely, has a reduced 
sense of taste and a perma
nent numbness on the left 
side of his body. 

He said: " I now have a 
much greater risk of devel
oping diseases of the brain 
such as Alzheimer's, depres
sion and anxiety. 

"It is difficult for me to 
think of how uncertain my 
future is because of this per
son who tried to kill me." 

The victim said he was 
initially uncertain how he 

A bit of 
guy and 
Lawrie: 
Abigail 

with her 
co-star 

Starring role 
She starred as the tragic Krystal 
Weedon in the TV adaptation of JK 
Rowling's The Casual Vacancy and now 
Strawberry Hill's Abigail Lawrie is 
hoping to conquer the boards at the 
Orange Tree Theatre. 

The teenage actress, who is looking 
forward to university after completing 
her A-levels at Harrodian School in 
Barnes, is currently starring in Sharman 
Macdonald's When We Were Women. 

The 18-year-old enjoyed critical ac
claim for her role in BBC mini-series 
The Casual Vacancy and said she is 
loving life at London's only permanent 
theatre-in-the-round. 

Lawrie said: "It is amazing, it's such a 
lovely theatre and one I had never actu
ally been to before - but I ' l l definitely be 

Residents rattled 
by greenbelt plan 
I George Odling 
george.odling 
@ london.newsquest.co.uk 

A building firm will evaluate develop
ment opportunities on greenbelt land at 
Kempton Park Racecourse that could 
create a traffic headache for residents. 

The Jockey Club, which runs Kempton 
Park, has been exploring options to 
build on the land next to its racecourse 
in Staines Road East, Sunbury, and con
ducted a feasibility study into building 

. 1,500 homes on the site in 2013. 
Redrow Homes has been chosen to 

explore design issues, but there are fears 
from Hampton residents the develop
ment could create congestion on the A308. 

Rodney Maddock, of Courtlands Av
enue, said: "The traffic on that road can 
be hideous and it is already always very 
busy in the rush-hour. The road is 
already not capable of dealing with it." 

Redrow's managing director, Jon 
Fletcher, said there was rightly a high 
level of public interest in the land. 

He said: "We are at a very early stage 
but are committed to keeping residents, 
businesses and stakeholders informed 
as we investigate. Local people will be 
able to have their say in a full communi
ty consultation once we have clear tech
nical information to share." 

Spelthorne Council's head of planning, 
John Brooks, said he understands 
Redrow will seek to promote the site for 
housing through the council's review of 
its local plan and not through a planning 
application at this stage. 

In a letter to residents he said: "They 
are well aware of this council's strong 
stance in protecting its greenbelt. 

"We also understand they are looking 
at setting up a dedicated web page to 
provide a public explanation of their 
intentions." 

would pay for all the i 
sary treatment, 
hugely grateful the 
agreed to cover the esa 
£600,000 cost. 

He said: " I find it rti^a 
find the words to a 
how grateful I am 1 
NHS. The fact that; 
standing here sh: : • 
tors and nurses haw 
formed a miracle." 

The victim said i t m 
love for his partner dai 
him the deterrnirsaii 
survive, and thousr: i 
deal had put pressai 
their relationship iba. 
now closer than eve?. 
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