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Local Plan Working Party

Wednesday 3 September 2014

Present:

Cllr I.J Beardsmore
Cllr T.J.M Evans
Cllr G.E Forsbrey
Cllr A. Friday
Cllr V. Leighton
Cllr R. Smith-Ainsley

1. Apologies

Cllr R. Watts

2. Election of Chairman

Cllr R. Smith-Ainsley was elected as Chairman

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting

The Minutes of 6 January 2014 were agreed.

4. Report of the Assistant Chief Executive

A PowerPoint presentation was given by the Head of Planning setting out
the need for a review of the Local Plan.

It was explained that a Local Plan is a statutory requirement, is necessary
to make planning decisions and central to the Council being an effective
Local Planning Authority.

Given the changes to the planning regime through the abolition of regional
strategies, the introduction of the Duty to Co-operate and National
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and emerging evidence on changing
housing needs, it was explained why the Local Plan required reviewing
now.

Officers set out that any new Local Plan will have to be based on robust
evidence, part of which will be required to identify development needs and
then meeting them, whilst taking account of sustainability and public
consultation.

Officers explained that if agreement was given for a review of a new Local
Plan, they would report back to a later LPWP for it to consider a timetable
and resource issues.

It was also explained that work is currently underway between Surrey
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Districts on strategic planning issues which will form an important part of
meeting the Duty to Co-operate.

Councillors were also made aware of the work being undertaken jointly
between Spelthorne & Runnymede on defining the extent of a Housing
Market Area for the two Boroughs. Agreement was being sought by
Officers to continue this work which will assist the Council in
understanding its housing needs.

Officers also gave an update on the progress of Cil setting out that the
Cil Examiners 'fact check' report was due and that a final report would be
issued for publication within the next couple of weeks.

The Planning Monitoring Report 2014 was presented as Appendix F to
the main report. An amendment was suggested by Cllr Evans that Table
1 of the Planning Monitoring Report be amended to more clearly set out
land designations and their percentages within the Borough.

Recommendations:

Cabinet be recommended to agree:

a) To commence the preparation of a new local Plan for the Borough;

b) That Officers report back as early as possible on a proposed outline
timetable/work programme and resource implications;

c) To fully co-operate with other Surrey Districts on strategic planning
issues and to a Memorandum of Understandtng (Appendix E);

d) As part of the Duty to Co-operate, to progress housing market
assessment work with Runnymede and other authorities as required;

e) To publish the Planning Monitoring Report 2014 subject to amendment
to Table 1 and any other minor factual corrections.
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