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Sunbury: Discussions on 1,000 homes.at Kempton Park taking place 'behind closed doors' say campaigners
Chairman Alan Doyle

said a series of internal
emails between Spelthorne
Borough Council and the
Jockey Club, owner of
Kempton Park, suggest
there has been plenty of
communication between
the two parties.

Mr Doyle is aware of
these discussions due to a
Freedom of Information
request last year, that
showed emails arranging
and discussing meetings by
the council's ex-head of
planning and housing
strategy, Heather Morgan.

John Brooks, head of
planning at Spelthorne,

said: "Asa council, we often
meet developers, at their
request, as part of what is
called a pre-application
discussion. 1his gives the
council an opportunity to
advise on how we might
respond to a specific
proposal. In this case, we
have given advice on the
green belt and a whole host
of other issues.

"However, just because
we give advice, this does
not mean we necessarily
support a scheme. Neither
do developers always follow
the advice we give"

But Mr Doyle said the
council was not being

'neutral' enough, adding: "I
had thought the deal was,
we all paid their salaries
and they all worked on our
behalf. It seems I am wrong
on both counts.

"The council is not in a
passive position. It has not
been as neutral as it should
be:'

Documents show corre-
spondence between the
council, the Jockey Club
and various local agencies
and organisations including
Richmond, Elmbridge and
Hounslow borough coun-
cils, the Highways Agency,
Environment Agency. and
Natural England. This,
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according to Mr Doyle,
shows Spelthorne and the
Jockey Club 'have spoken
to everybody apart from the
residents of Spelthorne'
It is not only the council's

handling of the potential
development that worries
the group but the develop-
ment itself.

Most documents say
1,000 10 1,500 homes but In
an email from Surrey
County Council's highways
department, the figure is
1,500 to 2.000, which would
be likely to include up to
600 affordable homes.

Mr Doyle said: "1,500
units equates to one-third

the number of existing
homes in Lower Sunbury.
Pro rata, the housing estate
they are proposing at
Kempton Park would
qualify for an extra two
councillors:'

Mr Brooks said the
council would have no
predetermined views before
an applk-rulon had been
sulnulucd. "We can only
reach a final view once a
planning application has
been received and we have
had a time to carefully
consider a fully developed
proposal. No planning
application has been
submitted as yet:'
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A CAMPAIGN group that is
objecting to a green belt
housing development at
Kempton Park says it is
worried talks are being held
'behind closed doors:
The potential develop-

ment of more than 1,000
homes is giving members
of the Keep Kempton Green
group sleepless nights, as
they say conversations are
going on with the borough
council - despite no plan-
ning application having yet
been submitted.

NEWS Hospital
merger 'could
save £20m'
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